
You can find the article to accompany this lesson on: www.juniorinventors.com

Provocation: What can maps tell us about our world? Give 
your students exploring time using online and hard copy world 
maps and list down what different maps show. (Physical, Polit-
ical etc). Focus in on topographical maps and land formations. 
Discuss how depth and height are shown and how satellites 
are used in mapping. Pose the question - What is happening 
under our Earth’s surface?

Tuning In: Read the article, A Plateful of Tectonics. Provide 
students with equipment such as play dough, lego and card-
board to create models to demonstrate tectonic plate move-
ment. Share their creations.
 
Activity Sheet: Students create a Geologist Glossary by 
writing definitions for specific terms found in the article. 

Lesson Sequence:

Tectonic Plate Jigsaw
Provide students a map of the world. Ask them to draw in the plates’ lines. Students then cut 
their map up on the plate lines, shuffle the pieces and remake before gluing together as a
finished map.


